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THE GLORIOUS INTERRUPTION 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Luke 9:28-36 

The Transfiguration 

28 Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and 

James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And as he was praying, the 

appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 30 And 

behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory 

and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now 

Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became 

fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 And as the 

men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. 

Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not 

knowing what he said. 34 As he was saying these things, a cloud came and 

overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 And a voice 

came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” 36 And 

when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no 

one in those days anything of what they had seen. 
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“‘Let us make three tents, one for You and one for Moses and one for Elijah’ – not 

knowing what he was saying. As Peter was saying these things…” (Luke 9:33b-34a) 

 

He was interrupted. Peter was in the middle of saying some things when he was 

interrupted. Was he interrupted because he was simply talking too much? Peter was a 

talker. He was chatty. I bet his wife had to interrupt him a few times. You know, 

lightheartedly. Is that what happened here? Did someone just suddenly turn off Peter’s 

mike, lightheartedly, because he was tired of listening to him?  No. This was a serious 

interruption.  

 

It was like the one that occurred on Friday, November 22, 1963.  

 

On that day, at 11:38am, President John F. Kennedy, his wife Jacqueline, and the rest 

of the presidential entourage arrived at Love Field in Dallas, Texas aboard Air Force 

One. The motorcade of more than 20 cars and buses, as well as a number of 

motorcycle cops, had already been lined up, with the president’s limousine second in 

line. According to the original schedule, the motorcade was to go from Love Field to 

downtown Dallas, passing through Dealey Plaza at 12:10pm and ending at the Dallas 

Business and Trade Mart at 12:15pm. Where the president was to attend a luncheon. 

There was a delay at the airport and the motorcade did not reach Dealey Plaza until 

12:29pm. At that point, the motorcade took a 90-degree right turn from Main Street 

onto Houston Street. It was then at 12:30pm that three shots were fired. The first one 

missed. The second and third shots struck President Kennedy. Those same two shots 

struck Texas Governor John Connally who was seated just in front of the president. The 

president’s driver immediately sped up and headed for Parkland Hospital, arriving 

there atabout 12:37pm. A vascular surgeon on the Parkland staff was the first to treat 

the president. Other doctors and surgeons also worked frantically to save the 

president's life. The first official announcement of his death would not come for yet 

another hour. But already at 12:40pm during the live broadcast of the TV soap opera 

As the World Turns, CBS stopped televising their usual programming. Without 

announcing an interruption, these words suddenly interrupted, appeared on millions of 

TV screens: CBS News Bulletin. Then Walter Cronkite gave an audio-only report that the 
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president had been shot. It was an interruption that would continue for four days 

straight on all three networks.  

 

 

 

Yes, this interruption of Peter was that kind of serious. We have come to think of Peter, 

James, and John as Jesus’ three favorite disciples… His three most faithful disciples.  

 

Perhaps they were. But maybe there was a different reason that Jesus wanted them to 

see His transfiguration. Not that they didn’t love Jesus. But Peter, James, and John had 

begun to act like Jesus’ own secret service. The plan was for Jesus to “motorcade” 

right into Jerusalem with every intention of His being killed and raised from the dead in 

three days. Jesus had just announced this to the disciples right before the climb up 

Transfiguration Mountain. What was Peter’s reaction? Both Matthew and Mark report 

that Peter, the same guy who later would take up a sword to defend Jesus in the 

Garden of Gethsemane, then rebuked Jesus, “This shall never happen to you!” Shortly 

after the Transfiguration, Jesus and the disciples were heading through a Samaritan 

village. The Samaritans would not let Jesus pass through their village. James and John, 

yeah the same guys who would later ask Jesus if they could be on His right and on His 

left, not so much like Moses and Elijah, more like special agents guarding a president. 

They asked Jesus, “Do you want us to call down fire from heaven to destroy these 

Samaritans?”  

 

They weren’t getting it. Peter, James, and John were just not getting it. Jesus was 

headed for a cross, and they would have to be prepared to go with Him. Instead, 

these three were ready to shoot it out in the streets. We’ve come to think to think of 

these three as Jesus’ favorite disciples, His most faithful disciples… His closest friends. 

But they were also the disciples who were most in conflict with Him. 

 

That doesn’t mean they didn’t love Jesus. We ourselves know what that’s like. We 

know what it is like to love Jesus and yet be in conflict with Him. You know what it’s like 

to be fully aware of what God expects you to do and yet not follow through with 

doing it. Or, you know the feeling of questioning God’s Word on certain things. Of 

wondering whether what you believe is really in agreement with what Jesus teaches. 
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And thinking that maybe it’s not. Or, you know how it feels to question His judgment, to 

ask why, to second guess the decisions He’s made in your life. You know what it is to 

love Jesus and yet be in conflict with Him. 

It calls for a serious interruption.  It calls for a glorious interruption. Imagine being there 

with Peter, James and John. In the middle all of their busyness, Jesus interrupts His 

ministry. He interrupts His teaching and healing. He interrupts what He’s doing. He 

interrupts what you’re doing. He interrupts everything to lead you four, Peter, James, 

John, and you, up a high mountain. Imagine, here on the high mountain it’s as if a 

curtain is pulled back. You see Jesus’ face radiant as the sun and His clothing dazzling 

white. Peter and the others may not get it, but you do. He’s pointing you to the cross. 

Here on the high mountain the Son of God is revealed in glory, but there on the cross 

the Son of God is revealed in shame. Here on the high mountain His clothing is dazzling 

white, but there on the cross He is stripped of all clothing. Here on the high mountain, 

He is flanked by Moses and Elijah, but there on the cross He has criminals on either side 

of Him. In that moment you see it. You get it. You have an inkling of how far God will 

go to finally get you home and your loved ones and your enemies.  

 

That enables you to listen to Him. Not necessarily end your conflict with Jesus right 

away. But His death and resurrection for you enable you to listen to Him. To continue 

to seek in His Word for what He wants you to do, for what He wants you to believe, for 

what He wants you to accept.  

 

This listening to Jesus was the second glorious interruption that Peter, James, and John 

experienced. The first one, Jesus’ Transfiguration, almost blew right past Peter. He starts 

yammering about building three tents, so God interrupted him, coming in a cloud of 

shekinah glory. This is not just another prophet, God told Peter. This is not someone you 

have to protect. “This is My Son. My Chosen One. Listen to Him.”  

 

It would not be the last time Peter would need for God to interrupt him. There would 

be the rooster crowing to interrupt Peter’s denials. There would be the glorious 

interruption of Peter’s grieving on Easter morning when Jesus rose from the dead. There 

would be the glorious vision of a special picnic to encourage Peter to go and eat at 

the home of an unclean Gentile centurion and receive that man and his family as 
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fellow disciples. There would be the glorious interruption of Paul getting in Peter’s face 

when later Peter would again not sit down to dinner with Gentile Christians.  

 

 

 

In other words, there would be yet other times in his life when Peter found himself in 

conflict with Jesus. “Peter, do you love Me?” Jesus once asked him. “Yes, Lord, you 

know that I love You,” Peter answered. You too love Jesus. That does not mean you 

will never be in conflict with Him. It means that when you come into conflict with Jesus, 

He will interrupt you. He will point you to His cross and resurrection for you, to remind 

you of the very depth of how serious He is about getting you and yours home… so that 

you will continue to listen to Him. So that you will continue to wrestle with His Word, and 

to continue to seek the will of the One who knows your heart. 

 


